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OUT OF WEAKNESS MADE STRONG 

HEBREWS 11:32   

32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of 
Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David 
also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 

33  Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

34  Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens. 

HEBREWS 11:32  

32  And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell 
of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of 
David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 
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E-54  I can imagine seeing little Samson out there, with his seven 
little locks hanging down.  Oh, some people picture him like he 
had door--shoulders like the doors back there, great big brute of 
a man.   
 
That wouldn't be mystery to see that man kill a lion, or slay a 
thousand Philistines with a jawbone of a mule.  There wouldn't be 
no mystery to see him take the city gates and walk away with it; 
a man that size.  But Samson was a little, bitty, curly-headed 
shrimp, just about like that.  Little, bitty fellow.   
 

But he was just a little, bitty fellow.  We'd call him a little shrimp 
today, little, sissy boy, seven little mommy's--little golden locks 
hanging down on his head, walk around, little, sissy fellow.  
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44    Look at Samson.  When he found. . .  The lion run out to kill 

him, and he slew the lion when the power of God come upon him, 
slew him with his bare hand, just probably pulled his jaws apart.   
 
A little, bitty, curly-headed shrimp, about that high, little, bitty, 
old fellow, scrawny looking on the street, seven little locks 
hanging around his head like a little sissy, and he was no more 
than a little sissy until the Spirit of God come upon him. 
 
Now, it wouldn't be hard to believe that a great big giant could 
slay a lion with his hands.  I believe he could do it.  But what's 

the funny thing was, this little bitty fellow done it. 
But the Spirit of the Lord come upon him, and he slew the lion, 
threw it over to one side.  
 
 And bees built their hive in there.  And Samson. . .  The sweetest 
honey he ever eat come out of that carcass of that killed lion.  Is 
that right? Why? He overcome it with the power of God. 
 
THE. UNCERTAIN. SOUND_  JEFF. IN  V-26 N-19  SUNDAY_  55-0731 

125    Samson, when he walked out there, the lion come towards 

him.  Oh, my, the lion was going to get him, a little, curly-headed 
shrimp, about like that, seven little, sissy locks hanging from his 
shoulders.   
 
And he was a weakling; he was a midget; he was a dwarf, like 
every man is without God.  Yes.  But all at once, when the lion 
got ready to get him, the hidden power come out.  The Holy Spirit 
come on him, and he grabbed the lion and slew it, like it was a 
lamb. 
 

That's where it is.  The Christian don't fight back.  The Christian 
don't fuss about it.  The Christian sets still.  And that hidden 
power, the blessing of the Holy Ghost goes to work for him, 
brings it out.  Hallelujah. . . . . 

JUDGES 14:5  
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5  Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to 

Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a 
young lion roared against him. 

6   And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he 
rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his 
hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done. 

19  And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he went 
down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, and took their 
spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which expounded 
the riddle.  And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his 
father's house. 

JUDGES 15:12 

12    And they said unto him, We are come down to bind thee, 
that we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines.  And 
Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon 
me yourselves. 

13    And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind thee 

fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely we will not kill 
thee.  And they bound him with two new cords, and brought him 
up from the rock. 

14    And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against 
him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and the 
cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt 
with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. 

15    And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his 
hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith. 

16    And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon 
heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 
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17    And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, 

that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that 
place Ramathlehi. 

18   And he was sore athirst, and called on the LORD, and said, 
Thou hast given this great deliverance into the hand of thy 
servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of 
the uncircumcised? 

19    But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there 
came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came 
again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof 
Enhakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day. 

20    And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty 
years. 

JUDGES 16:1 

1  Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went 
in unto her. 

2    And it was told the Gazites, saying, Samson is come hither.  
And they compassed him in, and laid wait for him all night in the 
gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, In the 
morning, when it is day, we shall kill him. 

3    And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and 
took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and 
went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his 
shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an hill that is before 
Hebron. 

JUDGES 16:4  

4   And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the 
valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 
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Samson, who could not be taken in the toils of the Philistines, is 

ensnared by the attire of a harlot: to his shame, the history is 
recorded. 

5  And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said 
unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, 
and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may 
bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us 
eleven hundred pieces of silver. 

16    And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her 
words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death; 

17  That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath 
not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite 
unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my 
strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like 
any other man. 

18   And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she 
sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up 
this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart.  Then the lords of 

the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their 
hand. 

19  And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a 
man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his 
head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from 
him. 

20  And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.  And he 
awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times 

before, and shake myself.  And he wist not that the LORD was 
departed from him. 

21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought 
him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he 
did grind in the prison house. 
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23  Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to 

offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for 
they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our 
hand. 

24  And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for 
they said, Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and 
the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us. 

25  And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they 
said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport.  And they 
called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them 
sport: and they set him between the pillars. 

26  And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, 
Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house 
standeth, that I may lean upon them. 

27  Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords 
of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about 
three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson made 
sport. 

28    And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, 
remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only 
this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines 
for my two eyes. 

29  And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which 
the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with 
his right hand, and of the other with his left. 

30  And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines.  And he 
bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the 
lords, and upon all the people that were therein.  So the dead 
which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in 
his life. 
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31  Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down, 

and took him, and brought him up, and buried him between 
Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his father.  And 
he judged Israel twenty years. 

HEBREWS 11:32  

32   And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell 
of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of 
David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 

JUDGES 11:1 
1  Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and 
he was the son of an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah. 

Jephthah was born into an influential and wealthy family.  

However, he was illegitimate.  Unwilling to share the family's 

wealth, his half-brothers forced him into exile. 

JUDGES 11:2 
2    And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, 
and they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not 
inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange 
woman. 
 
3  Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of 
Tob: and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went 
out with him. 
 
4   And it came to pass in process of time, that the children of 
Ammon made war against Israel. 
 

5  And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made war 
against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of 
the land of Tob: 
 
6  And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our captain, that 
we may fight with the children of Ammon. 
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7  And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate 
me, and expel me out of my father's house? and why are ye 
come unto me now when ye are in distress? 
 
8  And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore we turn 
again to thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and fight against 
the children of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants 
of Gilead. 
 
9  And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye bring me 

home again to fight against the children of Ammon, and the LORD 
deliver them before me, shall I be your head? 
 
10  And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The LORD be 
witness between us, if we do not so according to thy words. 
 
11  Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people 
made him head and captain over them: and Jephthah uttered all 
his words before the LORD in Mizpeh. 
 

JUDGES 11:29 
29  Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he 
passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of 
Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto the 
children of Ammon. 
 
30  And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou 
shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, 
 
31  Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children 
of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD'S, and I will offer it up for a 
burnt offering. 
 
32  So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight 
against them; and the LORD delivered them into his hands. 
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33  And he smote them from Aroer, even till thou come to 

Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, 
with a very great slaughter.  Thus the children of Ammon were 
subdued before the children of Israel. 
 
34  And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, 
his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with 
dances: and she was his only child; beside her he had neither son 
nor daughter. 
 
35   And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his 

clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me very 
low, and thou art one of them that trouble me: for I have opened 
my mouth unto the LORD, and I cannot go back. 
 
36  And she said unto him, My father, if thou hast opened thy 
mouth unto the LORD, do to me according to that which hath 
proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the LORD hath taken 
vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the children of 
Ammon. 
 

37   And she said unto her father, Let this thing be done for me: 
let me alone two months, that I may go up and down upon the 
mountains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows. 
 
38   And he said, Go.  And he sent her away for two months: and 
she went with her companions, and bewailed her virginity upon 
the mountains. 
 
39   And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she 
returned unto her father, who did with her according to his vow 
which he had vowed: and she knew no man.  And it was a custom 
in Israel, 
 
40  That the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the 
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a year. 
 
JUDGES 12:7 
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7   And Jephthah judged Israel six years.  Then died Jephthah the 

Gileadite, and was buried in one of the cities of Gilead. 
 
I CORINTHIANS 2:2 
2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. 
 
3  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling. 
 
4  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words 

of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power: 
 
II CORINTHIANS 12:8 
8  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me. 
 
9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 

upon me. 
 
II CORINTHIANS 13:3 
3  Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-
ward is not weak, but is mighty in you. 
 
4  For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by 
the power of God.  For we also are weak in him, but we shall live 
with him by the power of God toward you. 
 

PERFECT. STRENGTH. BY. PERFECT. WEAKNESS_  JEFF. IN  V-8 N-1  SUNDAY_  61-1119 

93  Paul said, "When I am weak then I am strong. " Yes, he said, 
"Then will. . .  I will glory in my infirmities of my weaknesses and 
so forth.  I'm thanking God that I got all of it out of me.  
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 And when I get everything out of me, then God can come in.  

But as long as I got some of myself there, then God can't get in. " 
There, that's it; we--we smother Him out.  
 
 We drive Him away with our. . .  From the poorest of us to the 
richest of us, from the least to the greatest, we keep God out of 
our lives because of our ownselves. 
 
PERFECT. STRENGTH. BY. PERFECT. WEAKNESS_  JEFF. IN  V-8 N-1  SUNDAY_  61-1119 

99    I've often said, "The greatest enemy I got is William 
Branham. " He's the one that gets in God's way.  He's the one 

that gets lazy.  He's the one that gets to a place sometimes 
where he thinks he can do something about it,  
 

and when he does, that shoves God right out of the picture.  But 

when I can get rid of that guy, when I can get to a place that 

he's out of the way, then God can come over and do things that 
William Branham knows nothing about. 
 
That's when God can use you.  That's when He can use any of 
you.  He can use anybody when we get out of the way.  But as 

long as we got ourselves in the way, then we cannot.  All right. 
 
PERFECT. STRENGTH. BY. PERFECT. WEAKNESS_  JEFF. IN  V-8 N-1  SUNDAY_  61-1119 

110 God passes the nobles and gets the weakness.  God passes 
those who thinks they're something to take somebody that don't 
know nothing to order to work His purpose in their life.  That's 
what we get. 
 
God said to Paul, "My strength is perfect in your weakness.  My--
My strength becomes more perfect as you become more weaker.  

More you can yield to Me the better I can use you.  The more you 
can forget about your education, the more you can forget about 
your denomination,  
 
the more you can forget about your stuff and yield yourself to Me, 
the more I can use you.  'Cause you become weak, I'll--I'll make 
My own purpose strong. " 
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God can make strength out of weakness.  That's the reason He 

always does it. . . 
 
PERFECT. STRENGTH. BY. PERFECT. WEAKNESS_  JEFF. IN  V-8 N-1  SUNDAY_  61-1119 

118  Here's something to console us.  Here's something that 
encourages.  Out of weakness and humility God chooses the 
people to build His Kingdom out of.   
 
If we ever get to heaven, if we ever stand in the Presence of God 
with His Church, we'll stand in a bunch of people that's been 
weak and rejected and cast out by the world, and know-it-

nothings. 
 
Isn't it strange that God likened us to sheep? A sheep is the most 
helpless thing there is.  There's nothing so insufficient of defense 
than the sheep.  A rabbit can run; a squirrel can get in a tree; a 
dog can bite; a lion can tear; a horse can kick; a bird can fly; but 
a sheep stands helpless.   
 

That's the way God wants us.  Realize that we are totally 

insufficient, then God takes that person and begins to mold 

Himself into that person: make his hands do what God would 

have hands to do, make his lips speak what God's lips would 
speak;  
 
because they're not his; they're God's.  He begins to build a 
character, begins to take this weakness and to make His Ownself. 
 
PERFECT. STRENGTH. BY. PERFECT. WEAKNESS_  JEFF. IN  V-8 N-1  SUNDAY_  61-1119 

121 Did you ever notice the lines, the lineages? When we take, for 
instance, like in Abel, from Abel come Seth; Seth's lineage come 

right down, on down to Noah's time, all of them were just humble 
farmers.   
 
But Cain's children become smart, shrewd, educated, great men, 
builders, professional men.  But God's side was weak and 
humble.  That's how God used them.  That's God's opportunity.  
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That's God's way of getting to us, is when we're weak.  We get 

something then. 
 
This encourages, of course, 'cause God's whole Kingdom is built 
out of these kind of people.  Then when you get to that kind of a 
way then you--you can--you're in His Kingdom. 
The case is, with us, that, not that we are too weak, the case is 
we're too strong.  We're--we're--we're just too strong.  That's all. 
 
  The thing of it is we're too strong-headed.  That's right.  We're 
too strong in our head.  We know too much.  God wants to get 

that out of us.  That's right.  We're too strong; we're too strong 
to yield to Him.  We got. . .  We--we yield to ourselves.  We got 
to think, "Well now, here, I--I got sense enough to know. " 
 
PERFECT. STRENGTH. BY. PERFECT. WEAKNESS_  JEFF. IN  V-8 N-1  SUNDAY_  61-1119 

141  Instead of Christians humbling themselves and emptying 
themselves to find more of the room of God, they try to build 
themselves up in a homemade knowledge, 
 
or some technical school knowledge, or something, that drives 

them farther away from God than they was when they started. 
 
 


